Although Steggerda and Hill (Am J Orthodont 28: 361, 1942) reported advanced dental eruption in American Negro boys and girls 30 years ago, neither the direction nor the magnitude of Negro-white differences in eruption timing are clear yet (HIERNAUX, Eugen Qutart 15:12, 1968) . As Dahlberg and Menegaz-Bock have pointed out, sample size, differing definitions of "eruption," differing class intervals, and different computational procedures may account for some of the temporal differences reported (I Dent Res 37:1123 , 1958 ).
In the present study, which constitutes the Michigan phase of the 1968-1970 10-State Nutrition Survey, 1,951 low-income Negro and white individuals were seen by the same examiner (F.W.), who used an optical-scanning pre-coded recording form. A specially written program for the IBM 360-67 computer provided both mean age of permanent tooth emergence (M) and the variability (a) for each tooth, using the properties of the normal curve (cf GARN, SANDUSKY, NAGY, and Received for publication December 7, 1971. As shown in the table, 953 individuals of largely African ancestry, ie, American Negroes or blacks, tended to be more advanced than 998 individuals of European ancestry in permanent tooth emergence. Both by sign tests and conventional parametric t tests, the racial differences in mean age "at piercing the gingiva" were significant at any reasonable level of confidence. In standard deviation (SD) units (Z scores), Negro males averaged a 0.38 SD earlier than white males, and Negro females averaged 0.48 SD units ahead of their white peers. The largest absolute differences were observed for the third molars (M3, or 8); this was significantly more so for the mandibular third molars (5.6 years) than for the maxillary third molars (3.7 years).
Economically, the Michigan Negro and white groups were close ($1,048 and $1,304, respectively), but still differed by $250 per capita.
If allowance is made for this residual economic difference and for about 20 to 25% of European genes characteristic of the Michigan Negro community (REED, Science 165:762, 1969), the true Negro-white difference in permanent tooth emergence may be estimated as closer to 0.5 SD units. 
